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The stars shine on each other, forming an infinite and wonderful universe.
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The 10 colorful stripes represent the world's 10 religions. Visitors are about to explore through
different religious revelations. Religions bring enlightenments to us, we can find physical and
spiritual peace by worshiping and promoting the ideas of respect, inclusivity and charity.

Starting with these ten beams of light, it is a journey for searching. Where is the destination? Will i
t=faled

SHOENESS Wi

we know the answer eventually?

Light flows and purifies the air.

Stabilize your breath as the elevator goes up. Clear your mind as the light in the car flows.
When the elevator door opens, step out into the light and go forward.

“The doors to Goodness, Wisdom and Compassion are opened by keys of the heart.”

The maxim greets you as soon as the elevator door opens. It is a quotation from the saying of the
fourth patriarch of Chan Buddhism, Master Dayi Daoxin. Its meaning is that although there are
different religions or approaches, people eventually have to return to their hearts, which is what
the Museum of World Religions' goal. The museum's goal is not only to introduce the world's
most followed religions, but also to lead visitors into their hearts.

Entering the museum, please don't jump to the conclusion. Just go on an exploration journey from
your heart. When heading back, try to find out if you have such a touching understanding and
keep the maxim in your mind.
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Water Curtain
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Stretch out your hand into the water curtain. Are you using
your hand to grab the water or allow it to flow over your
hand?

Water is a fundamental natural element. The water that brings
life flows forever, and can always wash away the hustle and
messiness of daily life and bring you back to your pure heart.
Water is used as a medium for purification and transformation
in various cultures.

Place your hand into the water curtain and let the water flow
through your fingertips and palms. Feeling the touch and
hearing the sound of the flowing water may be likened to
experiencing the beginning of life in the mother's body. It
also reminds people of cleansing and purification in different
religious traditions. The baptizing of Jesus in the Jordan
River, the revelation received by a Sikh Guru when taking
a bath, the Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara's sprinkle of water
for the salvation of humanity, the water ablution pavilions
in Shinto shrines, and the ablution before Islamic prayers
involve water to bring cleanliness and transcendence.
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Pilgrims
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€ go, questions always exist. Human beings
e limitless knowledge in limited lifespans.

[ was born?”, “Why were we born as humans?”,
id of death?”, “What is consciousness?”’

life is rough and unknown. It is sometimes smooth
ainful and tough, just like the terrazzo-and-pebble
ims' Way you are standing on. Some of the praying
e wall are walking slowly, and some stop frequently

iousness, and take one step at a time, very carefully.
d while looking at the questions on the wall, with the joy
g knowledge and finding the answers.
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Palm Print
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Looking at your warm palm prints left on the wall.

Before the prints disappear, the warmth of your palm and the
environment are balanced, and that is the time tested way of
being...

Hands are not only used to communicate but also represent
practice.

In looking for the answer to spiritual growth, think about “what I
do,” “what I will do,” “what I can do,” and “what I should keep
doing” and reflect on “what I have done,” “what did I do,” “what
did I deliver,” and “what did I acquire.”

Representing practice, hands can be used to make commitments.
When it comes to religious traditions, hands usually play an
important role in making symbolic signs, sending wishes,
praying, giving, and blessing. Every visitor coming here leaves
their unique palm prints on the wall, which will fade away and
disappear. The same process continues as visitors come and go,
like the running river of life and the looping stream of time.
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Pondering what our faith looks like through the long history of mankind.
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Standing in the center of the resplendent golden lobby,
there are “love is our shared truth” and “peace is our
eternal hope” written in fourteen different languages.

With the golden firmament-like ceiling, the whole space
is like a map of the universe. The ceiling is the heaven;
the floor is the earth; and the window implicitly represents
the portal of the third dimension, which is the entrance of
the lower world, and also symbolizes the pursuit of truth.
A variety of colors and symbols have their own meanings
related to time and space in their respective religions. We
feel small in this space as if we are in the vast cosmic
space. The theories delivered in “Creations” originated
from this idea.

TREZF 23
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Creations
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What is the universe? What the existence of the
world is like?

Does life have a beginning? Where does it
occur?

How do people from different places understand
the origin of life?

How big is the earth and how big is human?
What would the world look like without human
beings?

Compared to the immensity of heavens and the
earth, compared to the infinity of the river of
time, the existence of human beings is like a
mystery.

The existence of human is, subtly, quite
significant.

Because I am here, here am I, watching all this
happen. In a 101-seat theater space, we can
watch a film about the origin of the universe, the
world, and mankind. Exploring the possibilities
of origins.

We look at the myth of creation through the
scale of the universe and the speed. In a way that
transcends the human landscape. The journey
in the museum is about to integrate with the
journey of life. Now the world has been created,
and we hear the heart beats and the pulse of life.
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Hall of Life’s Journey
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The finite nature of human life makes life valuable. Life's experiences are accumulated, enriched, and refined throughout the limited life
of a person. By knowing the customs and expressions of different groups of people at various important events in their lives, we can see
the colorful world of individuals and groups, see the world of life and death.

Life has its ending. Each new life embarks on the journey search for meaning from the day one and towards the end of life. It begins
with the joyful welcoming of "Birth", continues through "growing up" with hope of the community, the "Mid-Life" of commitment
and meaning, the wisdom of "Old Age and arrives at the unknown "Death and Afterlife". People continue to accumulate on this path.
These accumulations have led to the highly skilled religious artifacts in our museum, which represent the trust and reliance, worship and
celebration of human civilization in this process of inquiry.
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ME— The arrival of a new life is a gift. A life
that survived the test of being a fragile
newborn needs blessing, luck, and care.
A newborn carries hope and is a miracle

of blessing to mankind. Like a tree representing hope and possibility, in this section of the hall, benches are made by different types of

wood, symbolizing different stages of life.

The bench made by birchwood in the "Birth" section symbolizes fertility. Often being the oldest tree in the wilderness, birches symbolize

young trees can become a forest, and in many cultures in Eurasia, birchwood is often used to make cradles. Sitting on this birchwood

bench, quietly admiring its beautiful wood grain as if touching its vigorous life history.
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Bib

Bibs are also called drooling bibs. They are used
to protect clothing from drooling stains. The tiger
patterns carry the meaning of protection. The
chrysanthemum decoration symbolizes longevity.

The nose and eyebrow area are shaped like a
goldfish, conveying a message of “prosperity.”
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Chinese Children's Shoes

This traditional Chinese pair of shoes have patterned
images of tigers. In traditional Chinese folklores,
tigers represent vigorous energy, good fortune, and
the ability to ward off evil, and this is exemplified in
the belief that tiger shoes can protect children from
falling while walking. Therefore, Chinese mothers
carefully sew tigers onto the shoes for their newborn
children, demonstrating deep love, affection and
hope.
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Miao Baby Carrier

Miao women make baby carriers since their
girlhood. These handmade baby carriers represent
their love and expectations for their children. Inspired

by other baby carriers, this work is embroidered with
many symbols representing blessings.
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Coming of Age
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In the most rapid accumulation and
growth stage of life, people need to
get out of their reach of family and
face independence. It takes courage,
wisdom, and ability. A solid personality
is shaping.

The Ash tree, known as a “tree of the
worlds” that connects heaven and earth
in the ancient Scandinavian mythology,
were chosen to make the bench in this
section of the hall, and Ash tree has
been the tree used to make the first
human in the mythology. Ash wood has
been representing the good wishes and
hope for a young life.
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Christian First Communion Attire

Christian families regard a child's first communion day as a
significant event. On this special occasion, parents eagerly
undertake all the necessary arrangements for their child reached
the age 7. This age is considered appropriate because it is
believed that children reached the age 7 possess the capacity
to comprehend the significance of the bread and wine in the
Sacrament of the Eucharist.
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Atayal Facial Tattoo Tool Set

The facial tattoos of the Atayal young boys and girls symbolize
adulthood and represent a person who can afford social
responsibility and independence.
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Maasai Jewelry

Traditional Maasai neckpieces were made by maidens using traditional techniques
and are one of the important decorative items of the Maasai people.
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This is a significant part for a person’s
life journey, and it brings most of its
meanings. It can be fruitful and bringing
offspring, and taking responsibilities,
being a bridge for the old and the
young. In this stage of life, people need
insights, wisdom, and introspection. In
this stage, people may be at the peak
of his or her energy, may be able to
affect others more, may have more
commitment. Meaning of life is in
shaping.

The bench in this section is made
of western fir, placed in the middle
age section, is said to have multiple
symbols: sacredness, love, dedication,
and protection. Can you see its
splendor?
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Jewish Marriage
Contract - Ketubah

The Ketubah is a traditional contract
between a Jewish husband and wife.
It is considered an integral part of a
traditional Jewish marriage, and outlines
the rights and responsibilities of the
groom to the bride. It is often decorated
with intricate designs that becomes a
treasured item for the couple.
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Sikh Headwear - Dastar

This headdress represents the emblem
of the Khalsa (refers to both a community
that considers Sikhism as its faith, as well
as a special group of initiated Sikhs),
with a double-edged sword in the center,
symbolizing faith in the one true God
and protection of the group, and curved
swords on either side, representing
spiritual and secular power.
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Hindu Holy Rope and

Sindoor Box
The Holy Rope is a red thread used in
traditional Indian weddings, symbolizing
the eternal connection between the
newly married couple. The Sindoor
Box contains red powder, applied
by the groom to the bride's
hair parting as a symbol of love
and prayers for a long and auspicious
marriage.
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Taiwanese Longevity
Turtle and Cake Molds

In Taiwanese popular culture, special pastries
are prepared for festivals and at sacrificial
offerings for ceremonies such as New Year's,
holidays, weddings, and funerals. Patterns on
pastries have different meanings depending
on the custom and occasion. For the most part,
however, these patterns are used as a wish for
good luck and health.
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Shinto Kanreki Iwaigi

The Kanreki Iwaigi is a traditional garment worn by
the Japanese on their 60th birthday. In Japan, at the
life, people tend to have a deeper end,of every 60 years is the beginning of a new cycle;
understanding of life, an inner vision of therefore, turning 60 symbolizes a new beginning, a
self, and practiced one’s understanding return to infancy, and a rebirth.

of life.

Aged people are survivors, are
transmitters of knowledge and wisdom.
They need to be blessed, to be cared,

and to be tolerated. In this stage of
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Christian Pyx and Chrismatory

Pyx and Chrismatory are religious implements
used in the Sacrament of Unction. When a
Catholic is il or close to death and is unable to
attend Mass to receive the Sacrament of the
Eucharist, a representative of the Church visits
his or her home with a Pyx and Chrismatory to
minister the sacrament. With the application
of sacred oil on the communicant's face and
limbs, the grace of God is received, relieving the
person's mental and physical pain.
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The life will finally end, and then what’s the next? Is it a return from nothing to nothing? In terms of the course of life, it is not a return to
nothing, but a mark of life. In the culture of East Asians, we have always avoided the word "death", but avoidance does not make it far
away. The world after death, as suggested by many religions and civilizations, is also a view of life.

The bench in this section is made from the elm tree, a symbol of death, which is thought to have an effect to slow down the decay and is
often used to make coffins, this type of the tree is also known as the tree of slumber. Can you feel its tranquility and calmness? Sitting on
the elm bench and watching the funeral rituals of various religions in the video gives us a quiet space to reflect, to contemplate or answer

our own innermost thoughts, and to open the door to spiritual awakening.
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Tibetan Sky Burial Bugle

Sky Burial is the Tibetan custom of cutting a deceased
person's body in pieces for vultures to consume.
Tibetans believe vultures prefer to eat the remains of
the dead with good karma. So when the deceased is
believed to have bad karma, a priest uses a bugle to
call the vultures to eat the remains of the corpse.
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Jingyi Plate

This is a woodcut plate for printing of Jingyi
clothes (paper clothes given to cadavers for
funerals or rites to departed souls). Jingyi
clothes are daily necessities for the departed
souls, and during the Pudu worship, Jingyi
clothes are offered to lonely souls so that
they can change their daily necessities in the
other world, thus appeasing the departed
souls.
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Name: Egyptian Book
of the Dead

The Egyptian Book of the Dead is a scroll
of prayers and incantations. The size and
the content in each section of the book
vary according to the amount of the scroll
purchased. Book of the Dead can be
placed next to the deceased or painted
on the coffin or walls of the tomb. It was
believed that Book of the Dead could
help a person pass through the dangers
of the underworld to Heaven safely.
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IIIIII Hall of Life's Journey
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The finite nature of human life makes life valuable. Life's experiences are accumulated, enriched, and refined throughout the limited
life of a person. By knowing the customs and expressions of different groups of people at various important events in their lives, we
can see the colorful world of individuals and groups, see the world of life and death.

Life has its ending. Each new life embarks on the journey search for meaning from the day one and towards the end of life. It
begins with the joyful welcoming of "Birth", continues through the "Coming of Age" with hope of the community, the "Mid-Life"
of commitment and meaning, the the wisdom of "Old Age" and arrives at the unknown "Death and Afterlife". People continue to
accumulate on this path. These accumulations have led to the highly skilled religious artifacts in our museum, which represent the
trust and reliance, worship and celebration of human civilization in this process of inquiry.
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Facing and understanding ourselves

Dialogue with oneself in a deeper level is a spiritual activity and can be described as meditation. It can be found in all civilizations and
religions, in the form of meditation, worship, prayer, and even Tai chi, they are all different forms of spirituality.

In this area, visitors are welcomed to remove their shoes and step onto the platform in the center of the room, where they can breathe

in and out, calm their minds, and experience the process of inner and outer relaxation in his or her own way. The platform is made of
maple wood and resembles a carpet spreads out on the floor, so you can sit on it or lie down and relax and have a deep inner dialogue to
yourself.
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“—Bl—t7] » —tJRI— o ” One is everything, and everything is one.

_ . After the journey of life, we entered this sphere space. Looking back at the Hall of Life’s Journey, it turns out that the ingenious curved
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R IERRAE ST o EEABRESEREE o [MTHE Ay 2 IR EEE - JFOR - AHERENERE R - AR RN shape of the screen in each section can be formed into a sphere! It is like that each life is a precious jewel in a web of magnificent jewels.
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p i 1 1§ SH A " N o . o respect, tolerance, spirituality, and a balanced ecology.
A AR TSR AR - S ARy - 2HE - BOA - BB RARE -

oA

44 GUIDE BOOK OF MUSEUM OF WORLD RELIGIONS

TREZF 45




